














opening, the bunting-draped structure was the
focus of a parade and patriotic celebration at-
tended by thousands of Wichitans. The four-story,
Art Deco, Indiana limestone building originally
housed the U.S. Post Office, the Federal District
Court, and other U.S. government offices. It is
constructed of ashlar limestone with massive tow-
ers at the corners on the south elevation. Incised
decorative motifs mark the tower entablatures and
friezes above the windows. Between 1936 and
1942, the Treasury Department sponsored a project
to commission artwork for newly constructed post
offices. Works by J. Ward Lockwood of Atchison,
Kansas (“Pioneers in Kansas”) and Richard Haines
of Marion, lowa (“Kansas Farming”) were selected
for the Wichita Federal Building. These oil-on-
canvas murals are located in the first floor area
originally occupied by the Post Office. (RHKD,
NRHP)

UNIVERSITY HALL (DAVIS HALL)
2100 University

University Hall, located on the campus of
Friends University, was constructed between 1886
and 1888 for the new Garfield University. After
years of financial difficulty, James M. Davis of St.
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Louis purchased the building in 1898 as a gift to
the Kansas Society of Friends under the condition
that the city would donate additional land for the
university. The structure was subsequently named
for him. The Richardsonian Romanesque structure
is the first and largest of the public buildings de-
signed by Proudfoot and Bird. Significant architec-
tural elements include an imposing 148-foot clock
tower, multiple circular towers, limestone trim,
and an ornate stone cornice. Round arches mark
the central windows and main entrance to the

building. (WRHE RHKE, NRHP)

T8 VIRGINIA APARTAMENT BUILDING
401-405 E. Third Street

Constructed in 1917-1918 for Wichita de-
veloper Elmer Reece by Dieter and Wenzel Con-
struction Company, the red brick apartment build-
ing is an excellent adaptation of the Craftsman
style. Newspaper accounts mention the modern
technology of the structure — firewalls between the
three sections, electrical outlets in the baseboards
and an electric light at the southeast corner of the
building that burned all night. Dieter and Wenzel
built many other notable buildings in Wichita.
Union Station is one of the few that have sur-

vived. (RHKE NRHP)
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73] JUDGE WALL HOUSE
622 N. St. Francis

Attorney Thomas B. Wall was appointed Dis-
trict Court Judge in 1885 at the age of 28, and at
the time, was the youngest district court judge in
Kansas. Noted for his aid to aspiring young lawyers
and his incorruptible support of the judicial system,
Wall was also active in civic affairs and national
politics. Judge Wall built this home in 1887 and
expanded it in 1898 in preparation for his marriage.
He lived there until his death in 1906. The house
demonstrates symmetry of style that is not typical
of high Queen Anne period, but it retains domi-
nant characteristics of the style such as the wrap-
around porch, hipped roof, second floor balcony,
and shingles and decorative bargeboards in the

gable ends. (WRHE RHKE NRHP)

WEY MANSION
1751 N. Park Place

Herman Wey built this home in 1909 for his
large family. Wey, a retired entrepreneur, had es-
tablished a series of hardware and lumber compa-
nies in Kansas and Oklahoma that were managed
by his sons. A newspaper article at the time men-
tions that he applied for a building permit “for one
of the handsomest residences that has been
erected in Wichita for some months. It will be ...a
two-story and attic building of twelve rooms....”

58



The Wey house is an example of the Eclectic Clas-
sical Revival style. The hipped roof is marked on
two corners by pedimented gables above projecting
three-sided wings. An unusual curvilinear dormer
is located between the gables. Corinthian columns
support a wide architrave. The home remained in
the Wey family until 1968. (WRHE, Park Place/
Fairview NR Historic District)

7| WHEELER, KELLY, HAGNY BUILDING
120 §. Market

Construction on this Chicago Commercial
style building began in 1919 and it was formally
opened as the new year began in January of 1921.
The seven-story building is clad in red brick with
carved limestone trim and features oculus windows
that embellish the upper fagade. The Indiana lime-
stone cornice is detailed with scroll modillions.
All windows above the second floor were origi-
nally hand-blown American glass. When the
building was complete, the seventh floor was occu-
pied by the Wichita Board of Trade, which had
outgrown its previous location. The Board of Trade
was organized to monitor and protect the wheat
commerce that was so critical to the local
economy. The new quarters were constructed spe-
cifically with tall arched windows and skylights
that allowed natural light to illuminate the entire
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floor, enabling traders to examine grain. The ar-
chitectural firm Richards, McCarty, and Bulford of
Columbus, Ohio designed the building; Wichita
contractor George H. Siedhoff supervised the con-
struction. (WRHE, RHKE, NRHP)

WHOLESALE GROCERY WAREHOUSE
619 E. William

Constructed in 1894, this four-story ma-
sonry warehouse was once described as possibly the
strongest structure built in Wichita. Based on six-
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foot wide foundations, the warehouse was con-
structed with massive timbered piers, high ceilings,
and heavy wood floor joists. When built, the front
of the structure was oriented toward the railroad
tracks, thus the decorative brickwork and original
loading bays are on the east side of the building.
The Classic Revival Wholesale Grocery Warehouse
is one of the oldest remaining multi-storied ware-
houses in the commercial district associated with
the railroads that crisscrossed Wichita. (WRHP,
RHKPE, NRHP)

WICHITA CITY HALL (OLD)
204 S. Main

Built between 1890 and 1892 of Cambridge
limestone from Cowley County, the old City Build-
ing is another important design by the architec-
tural firm of Proudfoot and Bird. It features tall,
Norman towers and Roman arches in the heavy
stonework typical of the Richardsonian Ro-
manesque style. The central tower houses four
clock faces, each eight feet in diameter. This dis-

tinctive structure now houses the Wichita-
Sedgwick County Historical Museum. (WRHE,
RHKP, NRHP)
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WICHITA FELLOWSHIP CLUB
204 W. 18th Street

In 1952 the Wichita Fellowship Club pur-
chased this house, which had been the home of
Sydney Clapp Holmes and Winn E. Holmes, a
Wichita attorney. The Holmes lived in the Geor-
gian style house from the time it was constructed
in 1919 until 1952. Mrs. Holmes’ father, civic
leader L.W. Clapp, built the house for them as he
created a family compound associated with his
own home and property on Wellington Place. A
son and another daughter lived nearby. The three-
story, brick home has paired end chimneys, key-
stone lintels and a front entrance portico with an
elliptical fanlight and sidelights. (WRHP)

WIEDEMAN HOUSE
1805 §. Wichita

The Wiedeman House, built in 1887, repre-
sents a unique interpretation of the Italianate resi-
dential style and stands as one of the last remain-
ing 19th century examples of that style in Wichita.
S.H. Reynolds, who promoted the development of
this residential area, constructed this house. It is
named for John L. Wiedeman who acquired the
house in 1900 when he brought his family to
Wichita. Wiedeman added stables for his horses
behind the house. That structure is now converted
to apartments. The house has an entrance porch
and upper level balcony, stone sills and arched
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lintels, and an east wing with projecting bay. The
Italian Villa style is typified by the angular tower,
balustrades, eave brackets and low-pitched roof. It
is believed that the house was originally sided with
clapboard; the stucco was added sometime after
Wiedeman purchased the residence. (WRHP)
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WICHITA HISTORIC DISTRICTS

COMMERCIAL
CAREY HOUSE SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT

The Carey House Square District was the first
historic commercial district created in the city and
was placed on the Wichita Register of Historic
Places in 1977. It is located on the south side of the
500 block of East Douglas and is contained within
the larger East Douglas Historic District. The struc-
tures on this block were constructed between 1886
and 1906. They were built to meet the demand for
more commercial and hotel space that accommo-
dated businessmen who traveled on the nearby rail-
roads. They now represent the only uninterrupted
original commercial streetscape in Wichita. The
Carey House (Eaton Hotel) is located within the

bounds of this district.
(WRHE RHKB East == ' 7
Douglas Avenue NR | seeediseese AL
Historic District)
WILLLAM #u e "‘l'; r
EAST DOUGLAS e [
AVENUE HISTORIC ... |
DISTRICT "BEREEE

The East Douglas
Avenue Historic District, created in June of 1985,
was designated a Kansas and National Register
historic district in 2004. It is located on East Dou-
glas and bounded by Rock Island on the east and a
point midway between Topeka and Emporia on the
west. East Douglas was the most significant com-
mercial thoroughfare in Wichita for over 100
years. As such, several buildings within the district
were architect designed and represent architec-
tural styles found in the late Victorian era through

the early 20® century. (WRHE, RHKE, NRHP)
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WAREHOUSE AND JOBBERS HISTORIC DISTRICT
Created in 2003, this district is bounded by

the railroad tracks on the west, Douglas Avenue
on the south, Washington Avenue on the east and
Second Street on the north. There are sixty-one
buildings in this 33-acre district. This collection
of commercial, industrial

and manufacturing build- i | 2ND
ings is the only remaining [
district of three such dis-
tricts that once thrived in
downtown Wichita. The
district is a physical record
of Wichita’s economic de-
velopment of the first half of
the 20" century and the vital
role that the railroads had in Wichita’s develop-
ment. This district is part of an area in Wichita
known as Old Town. (RHKE, NRHP)
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BITTING HISTORIC DISTRICT

The Bitting Historic Dis-
trict, created as a local district
in 1978, is located in the 1100
and 1200 blocks of Bitting.
There are 37 structures within
the district’s boundaries which
represent the three periods of architectural signifi-
cance in the city of Wichita: the boom period of
the late 1880s with its Queen Anne architecture;
the Craftsman and Prairie periods through the
1920s; and the post 1940s Minimal Traditional
period of construction. The district also contains
examples of Revival style architecture and repre-
sents a working class neighborhood during the late
1800s and early 1900s. There is a small commercial
area in the center of the district including an
original Golden Rule filling station at the corner
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of Eleventh and Bitting. The district was desig-
nated in the Kansas and National Register of His-

toric Places in 2004. (WRHE RHKE NRHP)

NORTH TOPEKA AVENUE/
10TH STREET HISTORIC
DISTRICT

The homes in the
North Topeka Avenue/10th
Street District are located at
1065, 1103, 1108, 1109, and
1113 North Topeka. This dis-
trict is the only remaining clus-
ter of late 19™ century Queen Anne style houses
established by early founders of the city. The dis-
trict reflects the early development of North To-
peka Avenue as an important residential neighbor-
hood and its subsequent changes to a multi-family
residential and finally to a commercial area. The
Queen Anne style of architecture was popularized
during the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair. The district
lies within the Midtown Neighborhood. (WRHDE,
RHKP, NRHP)

PARK PLACE/FAIRVIEW HISTORIC DISTRICT

The Park Place/Fairview i 18TH
Historic District is located in the L T
1400 through 1700 blocks of Park
Place and Fairview and the 1800 ]
block of Wellington Place. There i s
are 196 structures in the district £ :
reflecting three major periods in r
the architectural history of -
Wichita: the boom period of the =1
1880s; the Craftsman and Prairie
era; and the post-1940s Minimal
Traditional period of construction. The four most
prominent styles in the district are Queen Anne,
Neoclassical, National Folk, and Craftsman. The
main house types are American Foursquare and
Bungalow. Several of Wichita’s individually regis-
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tered historic landmarks can be found in the dis-
trict, including the L.W. Clapp House, the Marc
Clapp House, the Wichita Fellowship Club, the
Wey Mansion, Jenkins Cottage, Gelbach House, and
Aley House. The local historic district was created
in 1978 and listed in the Kansas and National Reg-
ister of Historic Places in 2004. (WRHE RHKE,
NRHP)

TOPEKA/EMPORIA : 13
HISTORIC DISTRICT ‘

The Topeka/Emporia : 12TH
Historic District was cre- ]
ated as a local historic dis- H I -
trict in 1977, and placed in "; ;
the Kansas and National 2fes e
Register of Historic Places : ot

in 2004. It is located in the
1000 through 1300 blocks
of North Topeka and North
Emporia. There are 81 structures in this district,
with the majority of them representing the Queen
Anne, Colonial Revival, Neoclassical, and Crafts-
man styles of architecture dating from 1885 to
1911. American Foursquare and Bungalow are the
predominant house types in this district. Locally
designated historic structures in the district in-
clude the Pratt/Campbell House and the Carlisle
House. The district lies within the Midtown
Neighborhood. (WRHE, RHKE, NRHP)

BROADWAY
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ARCHAEQLOGICAL SITES

GROVE PARK ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE

The Grove Park Archeological Site is located
at 28th Street North and Grove on the south bank
of the east fork of Chisholm Creek. The site is the
oldest known human habitation site in Wichita.
Remains in the area have been dated between
3,000 B.C.-1,200 A.D. The site contains the ar-
cheological remains of at least three pre-European

American Indian occupations: Early Archaic,
Plains Woodland and Central Plains. (WRHP)

HACKBERRY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

The Hackberry Archaeological Site is located
north of Pawnee and one-half mile east of Oliver
in the Cessna Park area. The multi-component
site contains the archeological remains in a lower
stratum dating to Early Ceramic times (circa A.D.
1 to A.D. 1,000) and an upper level that may be
affiliated with the Middle or Late Ceramic occupa-
tion (800-1,600 A.D.) of the Arkansas River Val-
ley. This site is on record in the Kansas State His-
torical Society as a prehistoric bison kill site.

(WRHPB RHKP)

PAINTED TURTLE ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE

The Painted Turtle archeological site is lo-
cated in an area one-half mile west of Oliver and
one-quarter mile south of Pawnee. The site con-
tains archeological remains that have been dated
by radiocarbon testing at 1,010 A.D. + 75 years. It
is unique as one of the few Plains Woodland sites
identified in south central Kansas. (WRHP)
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ARCHITECTS

ULYSSES GRANT CHARLES

U.G. Charles (1865-1947) was born in
Indiana and moved to Wichita in 1900. A 1902
newspaper article first documents his architectural
career. For the next 22 years he created a variety of
structures ranging from residences and commercial
blocks to a railroad depot and a firehouse. Some of
his most lasting designs include the Hypatia House,
1215 N. Broadway (1903), Mentholatum Building,
1308 E. Douglas (1908) and Calvary Baptist Church,
601 N. Water (1917). In 1924 he moved to Topeka
to engage in patent work, leaving his architectural
business in the hands of his son, Merlin Y. Charles.
He returned to Wichita in 1930 where both men
continued to work as patent attorneys.

ANTHONY ALLAIRE CROWELL

A. A. Crowell’s (1865-1924) most signifi-
cant contribution to Wichita architecture is the
Carnegie Library building, 220 S. Main (1914),
which may have been his first big contract after
arriving in Wichita in about 1912. It seems that he
worked in this city for approximately five years. He
established a partnership with George W.
VanMeter (1915-7) and among the designs they
created were St. Mary’s Convent on East Lincoln
(1914) and Webster Elementary School, 640 N.
Emporia (1915). They also submitted plans for the
Calvary Baptist Church in 1916, which apparently
were never used.

CARL P. DUMBOLTON

Carl P. Dumbolton (1901-1990) is credited
with designing Clapp Manor, a residence at 320 N.
Belmont (1923). No other biographical informa-
tion available.

ELBERT £. DUMONT
Elbert Dumont (1847-1904), an architect
from Farmerville, New York, arrived in Wichita in
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1884. He formed a partnership with C.W. Terry for
two years, during which time they designed many
commercial and residential structures including
the Carey House (Eaton Hotel), 525 E. Douglas
(1886) and the Carlisle House, 1215 N. Topeka
(1886). During 1886 he created his own company
with another Terry associate, Albert W. Hayward
(dates unknown). The partnership of Dumont and
Hayward produced several business blocks, a
firehouse, and the original Wichita University
building, located on East Lincoln. The men
worked together for about five years, after which
Hayward left Wichita. Elbert Dumont continued
his architectural career until shortly before his
death in 1904. That time period of his work is as-
sociated with the Parks/Houston House, 1111 N.
Broadway (1898) and St. Mark Church, 19230 W.
29th Street North (1903).

JOHN EBERSON

John Eberson (1875-1965) was born in Ro-
mania and lived in St. Louis and Chicago in the
early 1900s. He settled in New York City in 1926.
He is best known for his designs of grand theater
buildings throughout the midwestern United
States that popularized the “atmospheric” style of
elegant and ornate theatre architecture. Wichita’s
Orpheum Theater is an example of that high style.
In 1923-1925, Eberson maintained an office in
Wichita as the firm Eberson and Weaver, but listed
his residence as Chicago. During that time, he
designed the Shirkmere Apartment building, 256
N. Topeka (1923), the York Rite Temple (1925),
and the Kaufman Building, 212 S. Market (1923).

ALFRED GOULD

Alfred Gould (dates unknown) apparently
lived in Wichita for only one or two years. The
1887 City Directory lists him as being “from Bos-
ton”. It is known that he formed a brief partner-
ship with C.W. Terry for about four weeks in that
year. During that time Gould obtained contracts to
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design the prestigious Burton Campbell and J.O.
Davidson residences on the west bank of the Little
Arkansas River. If Terry was involved in those
plans, it is undocumented. Campbell Castle, as it is
known, still stands as Gould’s distinguished con-
tribution to Wichita.

GEORGE £. MACKAY

No biographical information is known about
George E. Mackay, other than the fact that he was
one of a cadre of architects employed by the S.H.
Kress Company. The architectural division oper-
ated from ca. 1905 until 1944. During that time,
company architects designed the exteriors and
interiors of over 200 Kress stores. Mackay is
known to have designed the store at 224 E. Dou-
glas in Wichita (1929) as well as the store in
Montgomery, Alabama (1929).

JAMES BARNEY MARSH

Originally an Iowa bridge salesman, James
Barney Marsh (ca. 1854-1936), is responsible for
hundreds of concrete arch bridges of his own de-
sign. Between 1910 and 1930 he built distinctive
“Rainbow Arch” bridges throughout the
midwestern and western states that are now recog-
nized as structurally sophisticated as well as aes-
thetically pleasing. Over 30 Marsh Arch bridges
remain in Kansas including the exceptional eight-
span John Mack Bridge in Wichita.

MAURAN, RUSSELL & GARDEN

Architects John Lawrence Mauran (1866-
1933), Ernest John Russell (? -1969), and Edward
Gordon Garden (1871-1924) were associates in St.
Louis from 1900 to 1909. In 1905 the Morton
Simmons Company of St. Louis commissioned
them to design a warehouse in Wichita for their
Keen Kutter line of hardware products. That struc-
ture is located at 830 E. First Street.
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W.R. McPHERSON

W.R. McPherson (dates unknown) is docu-
mented in a Wichita newspaper as an architect
active in Wichita in 1887 and 1888. It records his
design projects as the Smith, Skinner, Walters and
Snively commercial block at 141 N. Market Street
(1888), and the Sedgwick County Courthouse, 504
N. Main (1888). The City Directory lists him as
“From Indianapolis, IN”. No other biographical
information is known about him.

PROUDFOOT & BIRD

Willis T. Proudfoot (1860-1928) arrived in
Wichita from lowa in 1885 to establish an archi-
tectural practice. George Washington Bird (1854-
1953) joined him in 1886 and for the next several
years their business flourished due to the boom of
development in Wichita. The Richardsonian Ro-
manesque style of architecture, which is a hall-
mark of their work, is exemplified in public and
private buildings. Fine examples of their residen-
tial designs remain in Wichita as various stone
cottages including Proudfoot’s home, Hillside
Cottage and Bird’s home, the Aviary. They also left
a legacy of monumental public buildings such as
University Hall, 2100 University (1886), the Scot-
tish Rite Temple, 332 E. First (1887), McCormick
Elementary School, 855 S. Martinson (1889), and
the old Wichita City Hall, 224 S. Main (1890).
Having established their careers and depleted the
building boom, Proudfoot and Bird left Wichita in
1893 to pursue opportunities in other cities. They
continued their partnership for another 20 years.

RICHARDS, McCARTY & BULFORD

Clarence E. Richards (1865-1921), Joel E.
McCarty (1857-1952) & George H. Bulford
(1870-1942) rose in prestige to become a leading
architectural firm in Columbus, Ohio in the first
half of the 20® century. The senior partner,
Richards, was educated and worked in El Dorado,
Kansas before making his way to Columbus in
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about 1900 where he met the other two men and
established the company. Their designs are
principally represented by structures in Ohio but
others are also scattered throughout Indiana,
Tennessee, and Kentucky. Two of the firm’s designs
completed shortly before Richards’ untimely death
are seen in Wichita, Kansas (Lassen Hotel, 1918
and Wheeler, Kelly, Hagny Building, 1919).

LORENTZ SCHMIDT

Lorentz Schmidt (1884-1952) came to
Wichita from Illinois to begin his architectural
practice in 1915. He was associated with Glen H.
Thomas (1889-1962) for three years until Thomas
formed his own company. Cecil Francis Boucher
(1890-1969) joined Schmidt in 1917 and Harrison
George Overend (1892-1957) came to the firm in
1919. In 1925 Schmidt and Company reorganized
as Schmidt, Boucher, and Overend, an association
that lasted until 1931. The prominent firm de-
signed private residences as well as many public
buildings including schools, churches, commercial,
and university structures. Overend and Boucher
left to form a new company that was active into
the 1950s. Throughout the 1930s, 1940s, and until
his death in 1952, Lorentz Schmidt continued to
receive design contracts for a theater, schools and
churches, plus commercial and hospital buildings.
Lorentz Schmidt, Jr. carried on his father’s legacy
in a subsequent firm of McVay, Schmidt, and
Peddie, which was active through the 1960s.

WILLIAM L. SCHULIZ

Wichita City Directories document William
L. Schultz’s (1884-1968) career as a draftsman for
various architects in Wichita including A.A.
Crowell, 1913; S.S. Voight, 1918, 1920, 1923; and
W.V. Street, 1922. From 1924 to 1955 he is listed
as an independent architect. He is best known for
his work with contractor J. W. Schrader in the de-
sign for the Riverview Apartment building, 404-

408 Back Bay Boulevard (1927-1928).
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CHARLES W. TERRY

Charles W. Terry (1847-1931) resided in
Wichita for about thirty years. He moved to the
city in 1885 and worked for the first two years with
several associates including Elbert Dumont
(1874-1904), Alfred Gould (dates unknown),
A.T. Hayward (dates unknown), and G.K. Th-
ompson (dates unknown). Dumont and Hayward
soon started their own business, as did Gould. Ed-
ward Forsblom (1875-1961) joined him in 1906
and eventually took over the firm. Forsblom pur-
chased the business in 1916 and Terry moved to
California soon after. He died there in 1931. C.W.
Terry’s company is credited with many fine resi-
dences extant in Wichita including the L.W. Clapp
House, 1847 Wellington Place (1887), the
Steinbuchel House 1905 Park Place (1887), the
Cyrus M. Beachy House, 3715 E. Douglas (1909),
and the Marc Clapp House, 1817 Wellington Place
(1913). He also designed the elegant north addi-
tion to the Scottish Rite Temple, 332 E. First
(1907) and numerous commercial buildings.

GLEN HERBERT THOMAS

Glen H. Thomas (1889-1962) moved to
Wichita in 1916 to join the firm of Lorentz
Schmidt, whom he met when they were architec-
ture students at the University of Illinois. After
serving in World War I, he returned to Wichita in
1919 and established his own company. Thomas
became the senior partner in the prominent firm
of Thomas, Harris and Calvin. Lawrence Byers
(1905-1993) worked as a draftsman/architect for
Thomas from about 1929 to 1935 and assisted
with the design of North High School. In 1929
Thomas wrote of that project in Wichita Magazine,
“The thoughts, ideas, suggestions and study of all
the men in my office, and especially those of
Lawrence W. Byers, were combined to develop
what we hoped would be distinctive, modern, and
interestingly American.” Arthur B. Harris (? -
1955) was associated with Thomas from 1928 until
Harris’ death in 1957. Roy E. Calvin, Jr. (1920-?)
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survived them both and later formed Calvin,
Perkins, and Jones. Thomas & Harris” designs span
important Wichita structures from the Municipal
Airport Administration Building (1929) to the
Mid-Continent Airport, Administration/Service
Building, (1952) and include Alcott Elementary
School, 3400 E. Murdock (1930), John Marshall
Intermediate School, 1519 Payne (1939) and
North High School, 1437 N. Rochester (1929).
Many commercial buildings in the city are also
ascribed to the company. Glen C. Thomas and
Robert B. Harris, sons of the founders, subse-
quently formed Thomas, Harris, Ash, and Mason
(Charles Ash, Claude Mason).

EDWARD TILTON

Edward Tilton (1861-1933), a nationally
known architect, made his contribution to
Wichita in 1917 when he designed a new Kansas
Masonic Home, 401 S. Seneca. Tilton was a
founder of the National Beaux Arts Society of Ar-
chitects and designer of the U.S. Immigration Sta-
tion on Ellis Island. He is most noted as a key ar-
chitect in Andrew Carnegie’s philanthropic quest
to provide hundreds of public libraries across the
United States. Tilton’s philosophy that “A library
building should combine aesthetic and practical;
the former to allure, the latter to satisfy” was the
basis of his many library designs in states such
Pennsylvania, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio, in-
cluding 15 in Cleveland, and in Washington, DC.

JOSIAH (or JOSHUA) WALKER

Josiah (or Joshua) Walker (ca. 1860-1923) is
reputed to have been the architect of the Arkansas
Valley Lodge #21, 615 N. Main (1910) and the
Calvary Baptist Church, 601 N. Water (1917). No
documentation has been found to substantiate
this. It is known that he was a member of the Cal-
vary Baptist Church, a Mason, and that he at-
tended the cornerstone ceremonies of the lodge
building. His obituary states, “He was a bricklayer
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and plasterer by trade and ran a boarding house
and real estate office.” Walker appears to have
been an active member of his community and it is
assumed by this that at the very least, he was in-
volved in the efforts to raise the two important
structures. Due to the fact that he was a skilled
laborer, it is possible that he was a subcontractor
for the masonry work.

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

Frank Lloyd Wright (1869-1959) is consid-
ered the preeminent American architect. He be-
gan his career with minimal formal training and a
fortunate drafting position in the firm of Adler &
Sullivan in Chicago. Although a dispute led
Sullivan to fire him, Wright had absorbed
Sullivan’s influence and adopted the philosophy of
“form follows function”. Eventually his own studio
became the workplace for many of his colleagues as
they developed the Prairie School of architecture.
Wright's work spanned more than sixty years and
included two designs for residences and a univer-
sity building in Wichita. Widely known by 1915,
he accepted a commission at that time for the
Henry J. Allen House, 255 N. Roosevelt. It is con-
sidered the last of his Prairie Houses. By 1935 his
experiments with well-designed homes for people
of modest means attracted Charles and Louise
Hoult of Wichita. They contracted with him to
draw a plan for this “Usonian” house type. In the
end the arrangement was abandoned and the
house was never built. However, the design became
the prototype for many others built elsewhere over
the next 20 years. Corbin Education Center was
one of Wright’s last buildings. He designed it in
1957 for the campus of the University of Wichita
(Wichita State University). It was built in 1963,
after his death. During his lifetime, Frank Lloyd
Wright designed 532 homes, museums, and office
buildings. More than 400 of these structures still
stand.
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JAMES A. WETMORE

James A. Wetmore (1863-1940). Wetmore
served as the Acting Supervising Architect for the
Treasury from 1915 to 1933. Wetmore was respon-
sible for the passage of the 1926 Public Buildings
Act, which prompted the construction of the
$300,000,000 Federal Triangle project and other
important buildings in the District of Columbia.
Wetmore is credited with overseeing the construc-
tion of more than 2,000 post offices and other
public buildings across the country during his ten-
ure.
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WICHITA’S HISTORY
AT A GLANCE.....

Archaeological evidence indicates that the
site of present-day Wichita, which is located at the
junction of the Arkansas River and Little Arkan-
sas River in south central Kansas, has served as a
trading center and meeting place for at least five
thousand years. Early inhabitants were nomadic,
following the game they hunted throughout the

central continent. European ex-
plorers may have first visited Kan-
sas in 1541, when the Spaniard
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado
hunted for the mythical “golden”
cities of Quivira. French and
American explorers followed in
later centuries.

The forces of westward ex-
pansion and financial rewards at-
tracted the first white settlers to
the area in the 1850s and 1860s,
some of whom realized great profits
from hunting and trapping the
wildlife and trading with the na-
tive population. Among them were
James R. Mead, Jesse Chisholm,
William Greiffenstein, and Will-
iam Mathewson; men who later
shared a vision for a city on the
prairie.

The first recorded permanent
settlement was a collection of grass
houses built in 1863 by the
Wichita Indians. Due to the tribe’s
pro-Union sentiment in the midst
of the Civil War, the Wichita
moved north from Indian Territory
(Oklahoma) under the protection
of the U.S. government. ]. R. Mead,
among others, established profit-
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able businesses trading with the Wichita and sup-
plying the government agency charged with their
protection. When the region’s native peoples were
“removed” to Indian Territory in 1867 to open the
area for white settlement, the trading business
followed them, using the Wichita site as a base and
establishing the Chisholm Trail as a route of trans-
port.

The City of Wichita was incorporated in
1870 as a village due to the efforts of Mead,
Greiffenstein and other pioneers, and became
county seat of Sedgwick County soon thereafter. A
short-lived army post known as Camp Beecher was
established nearby, providing a market for local
businesses. In 1872, the railroad arrived, and
Wichita became the destination for Texas cattle
being driven north along the Chisholm Trail for
shipment by rail to eastern markets. This industry
coupled with the grain and milling market, led to
rapid growth of the community. By 1886 Wichita
was incorporated as a city of first class, and was
established as the region’s principal city.

Just as the city experienced its initial growth
during the post-Civil War era, so did the periods of
the two 20%-century world wars bring further de-
velopment. In 1917, the first plane, the Cessna
Comet, was manufactured in Wichita. Over the
course of the inter-war years, this industry would
grow to establish Wichita as the “air capital.”
World War II brought thousands of aircraft manu-
facturing jobs to the city in the early 1940’s, result-
ing in a population explosion. Activation of the
Wichita Air Force Base (renamed McConnell in
1954) in 1951 attracted thousands more. The en-
trepreneurial spirit that prompted Wichita’s
founding continued in the development of several
companies that would rise to national promi-
nence, such as Mentholatum, Boeing, Beech, Lear,
Cessna, Coleman, White Castle, Pizza Hut, and
Koch Industries.

Wichita today reflects the impact of each
development throughout its history. Evidence of
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these eras can still be seen in the city’s architec-
tural heritage. From the mansions of the early
cattlemen to the industrial buildings of the 20th
century, the spirit of those who built Wichita into
a manufacturing, financial, educational and cul-
tural center lives on.
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