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Now that summer has offi-
cially arrived—according to
the calendar and the ther-
mometer—the following
summer safety tips are pro-
vided to help you and your
family enjoy the season.
The Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC)
offers the following tips for
child safety.

e One of the best ways to
stay safe this summer is
to wear a helmet and
other safety gear when
biking, skating and skate-
boarding, and when riding
scooters, etc. Studies on
bicycle helmets have
shown they can reduce
the risk of head injury by
as much as 85 percent.

e Never bring charcoal grills
indoors. Burning charcoal
produces deadly carbon
monoxide.

e \When cooking outdoors
with a gas grill, check the
air tubes that lead into the
burner for any blockage
from insects, spiders, or
food grease. Check grill
hoses for cracking, brittle-
ness, holes, and leaks.
Make sure there are no
sharp bends in the hose
or tubing. If you ever de-
tect a leak, immediately
turn off the gas at the tank
and don't attempt to light
the grill until the leak is
fixed. Newer grills and
propane tanks have im-
proved safety devices to
prevent gas leaks.

e Use softer-than standard

baseballs, safety-release
bases and batting helmets
with face guards to reduce
baseball-related injuries to
children.

Don't allow a game of
hide-n-seek to become
deadly. CPSC has re-
ceived reports of numer-
ous suffocation deaths
involving children who
crawled inside old cedar
chests, latch-type freezers
and refrigerators, ice-
boxes in campers, clothes
dryers and picnic coolers.
Childproof old appliances,
warn children not to play
inside them.

Summer also means yard
work. When mowing, keep
small children out of the
yard, and turn the mower
off if children enter the
area. If the lawn slopes,
mow across the slope with
the walk-behind rotary
mower, never up and
down. With a riding
mower, drive up and down
the slope, not across it.
Never carry children on a
riding mower.

The following tips from the
Red Cross for preventing
heat-related illness, apply to
people of all ages:

e Dress for the heat. Wear
lightweight, light-colored
clothing. Light colors will
reflect away some of the
sun's energy. Itis also a

good idea to wear hats or
to use an umbrella.

Drink water. Carry water
or juice with you and drink
continuously even if you
do not feel thirsty. Avoid
alcohol and caffeine,
which dehydrate the body.

Eat small meals and eat
more often. Avoid foods
that are high in protein
which increase metabolic
heat.

Avoid using salt tablets
unless directed to do so
by a physician.

Slow down. Avoid strenu-
ous activity. If you must
do strenuous activity, do it
during the coolest part of
the day, which is usually
in the morning between
4:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m.

Stay indoors when pos-
sible.

Take regular breaks
when engaged in physical
activity on warm days.
Take time out to find a
cool place. If you recog-
nize that you, or someone
else, is showing the sig-
nals of a heat-related ill-
ness, stop
activity and
find a cool
place. Re-
member,
have fun,
but stay
cool!
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The summer season is a great
time to get out and enjoy the
weather with family and friends.
However this summer we are fac-
ing a problem I hope you will help
us with. Our Public Housing
make-ready crews are working
hard to get properties ready for
new tenants to move in but
neighborhood vandals are working
against them. As soon as we get
new windows installed, vandals

break them out. In addition, alu-
minum guttering is being stolen,
apparently for resale. These are
examples of actions which are not
only against the law, but also
have negative impacts on our pro-
grams. First of all, it wastes tax-
payer money. Each time we have
to replace a vandalized or stolen
item, we are spending money for
the same item twice. This reduces
the amount we have to repair

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 4

other homes. Secondly, it makes
a new Public Housing tenant have
to wait longer before they can
move into their home because the
crews have to keep repeating the
same repairs.

Please help us stop this behavior
by reporting any type of vandal-
ism to the police. And parents,
please do your part to make sure
your children are not guilty of any
of these acts!

Housing Authority 5 Year Plan
Available for Comment—August 15,2006

On October 21, 1998, the Quality
Housing and Work Responsibility
Act of 1998 (QHWRA) was signed
into law as part of the FY 1999
Appropriations Bill. One provision
of the Act is the mandate for pub-
lic housing authorities to prepare
a five-year plan showing the
needs and goals for that period
(update every five years) and a
more detailed annual operating
plan. The annual plan must in-
clude, among other things, infor-
mation on the housing needs of
the locality, population served,
method of rent determination, op-
erations, capital improvements,
unmet housing needs of families
with low to moderate incomes and

efforts to coordinate the program
with local welfare agencies. These
plans cover the administrative
policies and anticipated subsidies
for both Section 8 and Public
Housing Programs.

Section 511 of the QHWRA re-
quires the board of directors of
housing authorities to conduct a
public hearing to discuss the
housing authority plans and to
invite public comment regarding
the plans. If the board receives
public comment, written or oral,
which is deemed significant
enough to amend the plans, the
board may amend the plans and
certify the plans as amended.

Behind the Scenes ...

Behind the scenes, Mark Stan-
berry recently completed the
Wichita State University

Kathy Pewewardy, Charis
Parks and Nancy Murdock
(2006); Shreda Johnson

MiniMPA program. The pro-
gram is taught over 16 weeks
at the Hugo Wall School and
provides executive development
in Public Administration.

(2005); Pearl Harmon (2004).
These persons pursued their de-
grees while working full time!

this serve as encouragement for
clients and staff alike—that
where there 1s a will, there is a
way to improve your education!!

We’re proud of
our people!

We also salute other depart-
ment staff college graduates:

The 5-year and 2007 Annual
Plans will be available for public
inspection starting on August
15th at the Housing and Commu-
nity Services Office located at 332
N. Riverview, and will continue to
be available for one year. Written
comments regarding the Plans
can be mailed to 332 N. River-
view, Wichita, KS 67203 and must
be received by October 1, 2006.
The public hearing will be held in
the City Council Chambers at the
City Building, 455 N. Main, fol-
lowing the City Council Meeting
which commences at 9:00 a.m. on
October 3, 2006.

WELCOME!

We also welcome Katherine Laws
to the Section 8 program as a Hous-
ing Leasing Specialist and con-
gratulate Lee Converse on his

Congratulations to all—and may promotion to the position of Main-

tenance Mechanic.
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? Your Credit Questions Answered!
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Credit Knowledge Check Up

You may be aware of the importance of
reviewing your credit history on a regular
basis even if you are not planning on secur-
ing any debt. The Fair and Accurate Credit
Transactions Act of 2003 made several
changes to how credit information is pro-
vided. One of the changes provides indi-
viduals the right to receive a free credit re-
port once a year. You may request your
copy from the following phone number or
website: 877-322-8228, or
www.annualcreditreport.com

To find out how much you know about
credit reporting, you are invited to take the
following quiz. Answers are provided fol-
lowing the FSS schedules below.

AROUND THE HOUSE

CREDIT QUIZ

1)  When a debt is removed from your credit
report (due to time limits), does that end
the creditor’s ability to collect on the
debt?

2) How long do bankruptcies stay on your
credit report?

3) Tax liens remain on the credit report for 7
years. (T/F)

4) Closing old unused credit card accounts
will raise my credit score. (T/F)

5)  All credit inquiries hurt your credit score
equally. (T/F)

6)  Pulling my own credit report to check my
score will create an inquiry and lower my
score. (T/F)

7)  Credit scores range from 300 — 850. (T/F)
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8) Rank the following items according to
the weight they have in determining your
credit score.

____Inquiries

____Age of Open Accounts
____Collections
____Payment history

For more information on credit issues, visit
the following websites:

www.FTC.gov (Click the “For consumer”

link in the upper left corner)

www.FDIC.gov (Helpful links are on the

right side)

FSS participants and others interested in
homeownership should also plan to attend the
upcoming Credit Smart Workshops listed
below.

Family Self Sufficiency Workshop Schedules and Quiz Answers

FSS Workshops
July 13............. Adult Education
August 10.......... Life Skills

(Organization)
September 14......Career Building

October 12......... Domestic Violence
November 16......Understanding Your
FSS Escrow

These workshops are required for FSS
participants and are held at City Hall, in
the 1st Floor Board Room at 6:00 pm.

Many participants have homeownership as
their self-sufficiency goal and are required
to also attend Credit Smart workshops.

2006 Credit Smart Workshops

July 22............. Understanding Credit
Scoring & Thinking
Like A Lender

August 12.......... Avoiding Credit Traps

September 16..... Restoring Your Credit
& Planning For Your
Future

October 7.......... Becoming A Homeowner
These workshops are held at Dellrose United
Methodist Church, 14th & Oliver, from 10 to
noon—and are open to anyone interested in
homeownership.

Current HAP Payment Schedule

w

uiz Answers:

1. No. The statute of limitations may have
passed requiring the debt to be removed from
your credit report, however the creditor still
has the right to pursue the collection of the
debt.

. 10 years from the filing date.

. True. 7 yrs from the date of payment.

N

4. False. Actually an older established account

is better than establishing a new account.

5. False. Inquiries by creditors for mortgage or
auto loans preformed in the previous 30-days
count as 1 inquiry. All other inquiries count
as 1 per occurrence.

6. False. A personal Credit inquiry pulled by an

individual will not affect their score.

. True.

~

8. The correct order: Collections...Payment

History...Age of Open Accounts...Inquiries

Month Mail Date

JULY June 30, 2006
AUGUST July 28, 2006
SEPTEMBER August 29, 2006
OCTOBER September 29, 2006
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Section 8 Program Signs Up

New Applicants

Very soon, over 100 low-income
families will be moving in to
safe, affordable housing as a re-
sult of the Section 8 Housing
Choice Voucher program.

During the last week of June,
the Section 8 application proc-
ess was re-opened for the first
time in four years. This was
made possible primarily be-
cause of the number of Section
8 clients who achieved their
goals of self-sufficiency and
therefore no longer need the as-
sistance. Once the vouchers
became available, staff con-
tacted persons on the existing
waiting list to update their infor-
mation and offer vouchers.
However, vouchers remained
even after that process so the

application period was opened in
order to identify new applicants
for the remaining vouchers.

Over 3,000 applications were re-
ceived during the one week appli-
cation period. Staff have now be-
gun the process of going through
all the applications, entering them
into the computer system accord-
ing to the date and time the appli-
cation was received, and sorting
through the applications to identify
persons who meet preference pri-
orities. Those persons will be
scheduled for an appointment to
bring in documentation to com-
plete the formal application. As-
suming all documents are pro-
vided, the staff will provide suc-
cessful applicants with a Housing
Choice Voucher which they can

use to locate and lease safe
housing in the Wichita community.

Unfortunately, however, due to
the limited number of vouchers
available, most of this year's ap-
plicants will end up on a waiting
list, to be called when vouchers
again become available.

The Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher program, allows very
low-income families to choose
and lease or purchase safe, de-
cent, and affordable privately-
owned rental housing. The
vouchers are provided to public
housing authorities by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.



